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Hot Summer Action!

The 12th Annual Winnipeg Fish Festival
Saturday, July 10th was truly one
of the hottest days of the summer.
Under the shade of the big top at
The Forks Market, children of all
ages had fun and learned more
about ﬁshing.
Jon Ljungberg of the A-Channel’s
“Big Breakfast” show hosted the
Main Stage that featured ﬁshing
seminars, a pickerel rig tying competition, and hourly prize draws.
At stage left, substance and sizzle
were to be had with ﬁsh ﬁlleting
demonstrations, fresh recipes,
witty commentary, and free ﬁsh
samples from the barbeque.
The Rock and Roll Fisherman,
Todd Longley, of City Cats Guiding Service was on hand with a
truck full of swag from his sponsors to share with the kids.

Freddy the Fish was the Catch
of the Day for this happy girl.
There were ﬁve activity stations
that entertained and educated children on subjects like, ﬁsh identiﬁcation, ﬁsh habitat, water safety
and conservation.
Continued on Page 4

Fish Futures
Board of Directors
Darryl Bohart
David Carrick
George Bones
Joel Hunt
Peter Kobar
Darian Major
Tom MacNair
Dan Rempel
Kenneth Stewart
Lori Thompson
Rob Tkach
John R. Toone
Duncan Wain
Tom Walker
Bob Williams

Winnipeg Blue Bombers' Geoff Drover and Doug Brown
sign autographs for their many fans.
2

Rising to the Challenge
Winnipeg's Big Fish Come Out to Support Youth at Risk
By the middle of June, the rivers were still
high and the boat launches very treacherous. The
7th Annual Fish Winnipeg was in jeopardy of being
cancelled, however, the ﬂoodgates were opened and
the water dropped six feet just in time.
Guides and volunteers started their day at
ﬁve in the morning. Weather conditions were tough,
but these competitors were ready to haul in a healthy
catch of catﬁsh, bullhead, stonecat, and carp. All ﬁsh
caught were measured and then released. The team
with the largest total length of ﬁsh caught was to be
crowned victorious.
One angler got especially lucky, as his guide
got him onto some hot and heavy action. He battled
a lunker from depths unknown, a ﬁesty beast that no
one was willing or able to handle. Both angler and
guide were overwhelmed by the ﬁght, the power of
this extremely large . . . pair of women's underwear!

An impressive group ready to hit the water.

Fish Winnipeg ofﬁcials were briefed and after great deliberation, the forty-eight inch waistband
was ruled ineligible. This was a challenging event,
yet even this team agreed that "a bad day ﬁshing is
better than a good day at work".
Over a hearty dinner, participants were reminded that their generous support has given over
four thousand kids rods and reels and taught them
how to ﬁsh. The new van, donated by The Winnipeg
Foundation, has allowed the program to expand and
transport kids from their neighbourhoods to some of
the most productive ﬁshing spots in the city.
This year's event raised over $15,000. Thank
you to the local guides for volunteering their time,
boats, and equipment. The Fish Winnipeg Corporate
and Media Challenge is made possible through the
cooperation of Fish Futures, The Complete Angler,
The City of Winnipeg, and Manitoba Fisheries, in
support of the Urban Angling Partnership.

You Know This Guy!
Robert Simard accepts the Conservation Award from
John Toone and Steve Yuffe.
These winners have bragging rights until next year:
The A-Channel
The Winnipeg Foundation

Guide: Rick Theissen
Guide: Stu McKay
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What is Fish Futures Inc.?

"Working Today
for Tomorrow's Fisheries Resource"

Fish Futures Inc. is a non-profit,
registered charitable organization
dedicated to the conservation and
enhancement of freshwater ﬁsheries
through:
• Sponsorship, development and encouragement of research projects.
• Habitat preservation, enhancement
and management projects.
• Public education to increase awareness of the value of freshwater ﬁsheries
and the need for conservation and enhancement of ﬁsh stocks and habitat.

Fish Futures is managed by a volunteer
Board of Directors comprised of
members of the public and
representatives of government, industry
and the scientiﬁc community.
For more information about Fish
Futures Inc. please contact us at:
Fish Futures Inc.
c/o 200-1555 St. James St.
Winnipeg, MB, R3H 1B5
(204) 487-6499
E-Mail: ﬁshfutures@mts.net
Website: www.ﬁshfutures.net

Quick Strik

Manitoba Recreational Fishing League: What a season! Sixteen teams competed catching a total of 652 ﬁsh,
including 321 walleye, 93 bullhead, and 71 northern pike. The winning team was the Russell Reelers, led by top
ﬁsh head and league MVP Mick Twardoski. Fish Futures and the Manitoba Wildlife Federation (Stony Mountain
District Wildlife Association and Seven Oaks Game and Fish) sponsored thirty-eight young anglers from the Lake
Manitoba Narrows region. Next year is the 6th season, and it is shaping up to be bigger and better. Special thanks
to Gary Morlock who is retiring this year from his position as League Coordinator.
Ask The Professor: Do you have questions about ﬁsh biology or ﬁsh habitat? Your questions will be answered
in upcoming issues of Fish News. Please e-mail AskTheProfessor@shaw.ca.

The Winnipeg Fish Festival - continued from Page 2
Station #3 included an educational display on the many forms of life in a water sample from Oak Hammock Marsh. Children could also make colourful ﬁsh prints using moulds of trout, perch, walleye, and freshwater
drum. They earned a stamp in their guide book for identifying some of the many places ﬁsh like to hide. There
were free balloons, candy treats, and activity books to take home and work on with their parents.
Other popular stations included an aquarium display and the "new" casting lane. Freddy the Fish, the Urban Angling Partnership's mascot, made a grand entrance and then delighted and entertained the masses. There
was even a free draw for a ﬁshing weekend at Nutimik Lodge.
An estimated crowd of almost ﬁve thousand people attended this free summer event. Thank you to the
volunteers who gave up a sunny Saturday to entertain and educate. The following organizations were represented: Manitoba Wildlife Federation, Stony Mountain and District Wildlife Association, Seven Oaks Game and Fish
Association, St. Boniface Wildlife Association, Canadian Coast Guard, Manitoba Fisheries, and Fish Futures.
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