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OVER 150 ANGLERS
COMPETE FOR CITY TITLE
The Urban Fishing Fall Derby
took place on September 17th
along the Red River walkway
at the Forks. The over 150
registered participants caught
and released a total of 169
fish, including walleye, sauger, pike, channel catﬁsh, sturgeon, carp, drum, stonecat,
sucker, bullhead, and burbot.
The Urban Fishing Fall Derby
promotes recreational angling
in Winnipeg. This is a free
event, and it was sponsored
by City Cats Guiding Service
and Winnipeg’s Urban Angling
Partnership (a government and
private sector joint venture).

Adult Division champion Caesar Medel

Next year's event is tentatively
scheduled for September 9th.
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Adult Winners
1st

Caesar Medel
(80 cm sturgeon)
2nd Gary Cumming
(79 cm channel catﬁsh)
3rd Scott MacDonald
(78 cm sturgeon)
Youth Winners
1st

Robbie Lawrie
(60 cm sturgeon)
2nd Kyle Klassen
(51 cm channel catﬁsh)
3rd Lawrence Tays
(38 cm channel catﬁsh)

Elbow-to-elbow family fun!
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FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT
FUND PROPOSAL
BACKGROUND:
Organized angling interest groups are concerned that, while pressures are increasing on the aquatic environment
and harvest pressure continues to increase as well, provincial funding and stafﬁng for ﬁsheries management have
declined signiﬁcantly over the last 25 years. In particular, these groups are concerned that the current levels of
funding and stafﬁng are not adequate to provide the basic data required to manage, protect and conserve Manitoba’s
ﬁshery resource, or to fund projects that will ensure healthy and sustainable ﬁsh stocks and habitat in Manitoba
for current and future generations.
Consequently, a “Manitoba Recreational Fishery Funding Initiative Steering Committee” was formed over two
years ago, comprised of Fish Futures Inc. (FFI), the Manitoba Wildlife Federation (MWF), Intermountain Sport
Fishing Enhancement Inc. (ISFE), Swan Valley Sport Fishing Enhancement Inc. (SVSFE), Fish and Lake Improvement Program for the Parkland Region (FLIPPR), Manitoba Fly Fishers (MFF) and the Manitoba Lodges
and Outﬁtters Association (MLOA).
CURRENT STATUS:
The Steering Committee retained a consulting ﬁrm to prepare a business case for a new Fisheries Enhancement
Fund, as well as a PowerPoint presentation that could be made to the Manitoba Government and other stakeholders in Manitoba’s ﬁshery resource.
Representatives from the Steering Committee and Fisheries Branch then jointly developed a proposal for a new
Fisheries Enhancement Fund, using The Manitoba Trucking Productivity Improvement Fund as a precedent for
the establishment of such a fund. This fund would be included as a new Part in The Fisheries Act (Manitoba),
and mandate fees to be directed to the fund. The focus of the fund would be to provide additional funding for:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Speciﬁc ﬁsh habitat rehabilitation, enhancement and/or assessment projects;
Speciﬁc ﬁsh stock rehabilitation, enhancement and/or assessment projects;
Fishery stewardship, education and constituency building initiatives; and
Ongoing Fisheries Branch ﬁsh habitat and ﬁsh stock conservation programs.

Money for the consolidated fund is to be deposited in a separate, interest-bearing account. Other accounts in the
fund may be established for money earmarked for particular projects or initiatives.
The proposal has been submitted to the Minister of Water Stewardship, and is now being considered by the Government. While originally slated for the sitting of the Legislature in fall, the Steering Committee was informed
last month by the Fisheries Branch that the proposed amended legislation had been pushed back to the sitting in
spring. While disappointed with this delay, the Steering Committee remains optimistic that the new fund will be
established during 2006, so that projects can be initiated during 2007.
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What is Fish Futures Inc.?

"Working Today
for Tomorrow's Fisheries Resource"

Fish Futures Inc. is a non-profit,
registered charitable organization
dedicated to the conservation and
enhancement of freshwater ﬁsheries
through:
• Sponsorship, development and encouragement of research projects.
• Habitat preservation, enhancement
and management projects.
• Public education to increase awareness of the value of freshwater ﬁsheries
and the need for conservation and enhancement of ﬁsh stocks and habitat.

Fish Futures is managed by a volunteer
Board of Directors comprised of
members of the public and
representatives of government, industry
and the scientiﬁc community.
For more information about Fish
Futures Inc. please contact us at:
Fish Futures Inc.
c/o 200-1555 St. James St.
Winnipeg, MB, R3H 1B5
(204) 487-6499
E-Mail: ﬁshfutures@mts.net
Website: www.ﬁshfutures.net

Quick Strik
Project Funding - Call For Proposals
Fish Futures supports a wide variety of conservation, management, habitat enhancement, research and
public education projects related to ﬁsh, aquatic communities, and resources. We fund individuals, Game
and Fish associations, local government agencies, business and citizen organizations, service clubs, conservation groups, environmental groups, and school and youth groups.
Fish Futures will fund an eligible project up to $25,000 per year. We will mail our call for project proposals, including submission guidelines and funding application forms, by January 31st, 2006. The deadline
for project proposals is March 17th, 2006.
If you or your group, would like to receive our call for project proposals, please contact Joel Hunt, Project
Committee Chair, at 945-7792 or jhunt@gov.mb.ca.
New Sport Angling Regulations Effective April 1, 2006
On Lake of the Prairies and its tributaries including the Shell River west of PTH 83 and the Assiniboine
River downstream to the bridge at Shellmouth, all pike over 75 cm must be released.
In the Southern division, all lake trout must be released between September 15th and October 15th.
Ice-Fishing Shelters
Manitoba Conservation Parks Branch requires that ice-ﬁshing shelters in provincial parks meet size, location and use standards. For more detailed information, please contact your local Manitoba Conservation
Ofﬁce.
Ask The Professor
Do you have questions about ﬁsh biology or ﬁsh habitat? Your questions will be answered in upcoming
issues of Fish News. Please e-mail AskTheProfessor@shaw.ca.
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